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If I go to work, will I lose my Medicaid? 

Your wages will probably reduce your Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payment, but in most 
cases, as long as you keep some of your SSI payment, you will still be eligible for Medicaid.  The 
good news is that even if you earn enough to cause your SSI payment to be reduced to $0, you 
may still be able to keep your Medicaid coverage due to a special work incentive known as 
“1619(b) Medicaid While Working”.  The 1619(b) rules allow you to keep your Medicaid after 
your countable earned income is too high to allow SSI cash payments - as long as you meet 
certain requirements. 

Who is eligible for 1619(b) Medicaid? 

You will need to talk to your Community Work Incentives Coordinator (CWIC) with your local 
Work Incentives Planning and Assistance (WIPA) program to find out if you are eligible for 
1619(b).   In general, to use 1619(b) you must meet all of the following requirements: 

• Your SSI cash benefits stopped because of wages. 
• You were eligible for SSI one month before your wages caused your SSI payment to stop. 
• You are still blind or disabled as defined by Social Security.  
• You need Medicaid to continue working. 
• Your annual countable earnings are under your state’s charted threshold amount.  Ask 

your CWIC for the charted threshold amount in your state.   
• You meet all other eligibility requirements for SSI, such as having countable unearned 

income below the current Federal Benefit Rate of $794 (2021) and countable resources 
below $2,000 (individual) or $3,000 (eligible couple). 

I believe I meet the eligibility requirements for 1619(b).  What do I need to do to 
make sure my Medicaid continues after my SSI check stops? 

In most cases, Social Security will determine your eligibility for 1619(b) Medicaid and pass that 
information on to your State Medicaid agency without you having to do anything.  However, 
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some states have different rules.  The best plan is to discuss 1619(b) with your CWIC so you 
know what steps you need to take in your state to make sure your Medicaid continues.  Your 
CWIC can answer any questions you have about 1619(b) Medicaid and can help solve any 
problems that come up. 
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